
Overlook Talking Points  1/5/16 

IDOT Regional Office in Dixon has said they are sending a representative from their office.  I talked to 

Deputy Director of Highways, Region 2, Paul Loete on Monday.   The individual selected should be 

contacting me.  I don’t know which meeting(s) he is coming to, but will let you know.  The Director of 

IDOT Randy Blankenhorn is also aware of the meetings.  Roger Carmack and John Haas are also planning 

to be at a meeting. They are the former regional people.   

Possible Usage of the Land 

The meetings are scheduled to determine possible use.  The sole purpose of the meetings is to gather 

resident thoughts and ideas regarding what they would like to see at the site?  Something similar to the 

tower?  Something new and different?  Something multi use?  What uses would be appropriate and 

desired?  We will have some samples of other sites to help start the discussion.  

 

The first is the Lewis and Clark Tower at the confluence of the Mississippi and the Missouri Rivers, 

Hartford, IL.  The second is an overlook done by a Native American tribe at the Grand Canyon. 

How will a project be paid for? 

The first step is to determine what the project will be.  That is the purpose of the meetings.  We can’t 

determine cost and funding until we have a clear idea of what needs and wants are.  There may be 

dollars available in the future through the Great River Road, a national highway.  The overlook is on 

Highways 20 and 84 and Highway 84 is part of the Great River Road. 

There is also the possibility of partnerships with other agencies/organizations. 

 



History of Why 

The CVB Board approved a recommended list of projects with priorities in early 2015 in the Branding, 

Development and Marketing Action Plan.  The overlook was given a medium priority and a start date 

within the five year plan of January/February 2016.  We began talking about it to people at the Office of 

Tourism and within the region.  We also began to talk to individuals within the destination about 

something at the site.  IDOT wrote a letter to us in September stating their interest in our plans. In a 

phone call November 4th with IDOT, they mentioned their interest in a long term intergovernmental 

agreement and I suggested public meetings to gather information on what the public would visualize for 

the site.  IDOT thought that a good idea and it was discussed at the subsequent board meeting at the 

end of November.   Now, we are at the point of public meetings to get input and interest in having a 

possible tourism product  at the Overlook. 

Meetings 

Four meetings are scheduled, with different locations and times.   

1/13/16 - Elizabeth Community Center  

               402 West Street 

               5:30 to 7:00 pm 

 

1/14/16 - Hanover Township Hall 

               111 Monroe Street 

                4:30 to 6:00 pm 

 

1/27/16 - Country Inn & Suites - Stockton  

                200 Dillon Avenue 

                4:30 to 6:00 pm 

 

1/28/16 - DeSoto House Hotel - Galena  

                203 South Main Street 

                7:00 to 8:30 am  

At each session I will introduce myself and any elected officials attending.  IDOT will be introduced.  A 

brief overview will be given of the meeting’s purpose.  Lisa McCarthy, TCEDA will then serve as facilitator 

calling on people and keeping the discussion on track. She will be doing the first 3 meetings.  I will do the 

last one.  We will have someone with a tablet/computer taking notes on ideas and comments.  We will 

wind up with any questions and what the next step might be, thanking people for their time and ideas. 

If you plan to attend a meeting please let me know which one(s).  We want to avoid having a quorum 

of board members present.   

 

 


